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High Level Inauguration

The high level inauguration panel opened the Regional Annual Meeting
of the PACT EAC project and laid the ground for the work to be carried
out during two days.

Ramamurti Badrinath delivers the opening remarks at the high
level inaugural session.

“Trade plays a critical
role in the food security
equation, just like
climate change does”

Dr. Nyamajeje Calleb Weggoro, Director of
Productive Sectors, EAC Secretariat.




The first Regional Annual Meeting (RAM) of the PACT EAC project started at hotel Mille Collines, Kigali,
Rwanda in the morning of 17 September 2012. In attendance were representatives of EAC country
governments, parliamentarians, CSOs, farmers” organisations, private sector, media, think tanks, as well
as of regional and international organisations.

The high level Inaugural Session commenced with Francois Munyentwari, Country Coordinator, ACORD
Rwanda, welcoming participants as co-host of the meeting. He thanked CUTS International, Geneva for
organising this important meeting in Rwanda, one of the fastest growing countries in the region under
an innovative leadership. According to him, PACT EAC was a good example of what could be done
together by EAC stakeholders in a situation where food was becoming a commodity instead of a right.
He invited the participants to enjoy their stay in Rwanda, a country with a thousand smiles.

Ramamurti Badrinath, Executive Director CUTS International Geneva, in his opening remarks expressed
his great pleasure and gratitude at the warm welcome extended to him and other participants by
Rwandan authorities and people. He was very impressed by the beauty, cleanliness and orderliness of
the country. While introducing the PACT EAC project, he informed that this project came about after
several earlier projects by CUTS International Geneva in the EAC that had clearly demonstrated the
critical importance of agriculture as well as the lack of full understanding of issue linkages. Hence, CUTS
International Geneva, a pro-trade, pro-equity, NGO in Geneva that acts as a bridge between Geneva and
capitals decided to develop and implement this project in collaboration with the EAC Secretariat and
other partner organisations, and with funding support from the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA). The project aims to support national and regional policies to combat food
insecurity through trade while translating into action CUTS MoU with the EAC Secretariat. The project is
completing the first year of its implementation and this first RAM will review various project activities
including in Geneva during the past year as well as help in charting the course of action for the next
year.

Dr. Namajeje Calleb Weggoro, Director of Productive Sectors, EAC Secretariat, in his remarks on behalf
of the EAC Secretariat, stated that the climate change challenges are real and being felt all over the
world including in the EAC. In the EAC region, the negative effects of climate change have been
manifested with large parts of the region facing severe food insecurity as a result of crop failure and loss
of livestock. He therefore expected the PACT-EAC Project to assist East African Community (EAC)
stakeholders in better understanding and dealing with the critical challenges of climate change, food
security and effective participation in the multilateral trading system. This initiative is welcome as it
complements the efforts by the EAC in implementing its Food Security Action Plan and Climate Change
Policy in addressing adverse climate change effects and food insecurity in the region. According to him,
trade plays a critical role in the food security equation, just as climate change does. With the on-going
EAC integration process especially as it continues to implement the Customs Union and Common
Market, the linkages between the three areas of trade, climate change and food security have become
even clearer than ever before. He believed that The PACT EAC Project is the starting point of a fruitful
collaboration between CUTS and the EAC Secretariat on a variety of issues. More importantly, the
Project has the potential to raise awareness among all relevant stakeholders and foster fruitful debates
at the national and regional levels on adequate policy responses.

Hon. Flavia Munaaba, Minister of State for Environment of Uganda delivered a Special Address to the
Inaugural Session. As the Ugandan minister dealing with environment, she shared her first-hand
knowledge and experience of the grave implications of climate change on her country and how certain



economic and trade patterns can aggravate the situation. She had been quite dismayed to witness
people in her country cutting down even the fruit tress — that had been an important source of nutrition
particularly in times of draught — to make and engage in petty charcoal trade. She firmly believed that
food security should be broadly defined as consisting of three important elements: availability of food;
access to food; and stability of availability and access over time. Hence not only enough food is needed,
but also the resources at the disposal of the people to purchase and consume the food on a sustained,
long term basis. Admittedly the impact of climate change will go beyond food security and should be
assessed and addressed in its various dimensions. However, the food security dimension needs urgent
attention considering the fact that about 40 million people in the region are already food-insecure - a
situation that is expected to get worse due to climate change unless we take comprehensive and
coordinated actions. She asserted that trade can be used in conjunction with other relevant policies to
adapt to climate change and to promote food security. This will be possible if the linkages among the
three issues are clearly understood; appropriate and holistic policies in the three areas are developed
and implemented; and the overall goal of the policies is to promote inclusive development. She
believed that the PACT EAC project and this meeting provide good opportunities to discuss and
analyse national and regional actions and plans related to climate change, food security and trade. She
was glad to note the inclusiveness of this initiative which has brought together stakeholders from the
governments, parliamentarians, CSOs, media, academics, and regional and international organisations.
She termed it as a good beginning and urged the participants to build on this by fully and actively
participating in the deliberations while also improving the engagement of women at all levels.

The Keynote Address to formally open the meeting was delivered by H.E Francois Kanimba, Minister of
Trade and Industry, Republic of Rwanda. He warmly welcomed the participants, particularly those who
were in Rwanda for the first time. He also thanked CUTS for choosing Kigali for the meeting. The
presence of two ministers and several other high level functionaries at the meeting indicated the
challenges of climate change, food security and trade are taken seriously and there is clear political
commitment to address them. Besides politicians, stakeholders like those present in the meeting from
all sectors of EAC countries’ economies, are well aware of the urgency to cope with climate change
because most of them experience the negative impacts of climate change on the ground. According to
him, Rwanda is becoming a success story of development, and will achieve its vision of becoming a
middle income nation in which Rwandans are healthier, educated and more prosperous. This relative
success partly owes to Rwanda’s better trade integration with the EAC region and with the world.
Special attention is being paid to supporting women, farmers, and participation in global value chains.
At the EAC level, there are also efforts to conclude an Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the
European Union, tripartite agreement among EAC, COMESA and SADC, and a Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement (TIFA) with the US, as well as several other bilateral agreements. But challenges
remain that might prevent the Rwandan population to benefit from development, and climate change
is the first among them. As in other EAC countries, extreme weather events increase food insecurity for
Rwandans, of whom the majority is rural and employed in the agriculture sector. The staple crops that
Rwandan farmers produce for their consumption depend on climatic conditions that are beyond their
control and are becoming ever less supportive. Droughts and erratic rainfall affect 60 to 90% of
households particularly in the districts of Bugesera, Nyanza, Gisagara, Huye, Rusizi-Nyamasheke, which
leads to higher prices of staple food that become unaffordable for some. CUTS International Geneva,
by undertaking the PACT EAC Project, is providing a unique opportunity to identify and address such
challenges not only in Rwanda and in the other EAC Partner States, but also at the regional and
international levels. He valued the fact that CUTS International shows a lot of interest to the



development of the East African region, and to Rwanda in particular. Before PACT EAC, it implemented
another project on inclusive regional integration in Rwanda and the other EAC countries. He was
confident that the collaboration between CUTS and Rwanda will be strengthened in the coming years
through other projects. He assured his full support to CUTS International Geneva and its partners,
particularly in view of the CUTS MoU with the EAC Secretariat. He then formally opened the meeting,
extending his blessings for productive and successful deliberations.

Philippe Brusick, President of General Assembly of CUTS International, Geneva thanked Honourable
Francois Kanimba, Minister of Trade and Industry, Republic of Rwanda for gracing this occasion and
opening the meeting. He also thanked Hon. Flavia Munaaba, Minister of State for Environment of
Uganda for her Special Address as well as Dr. Nyamajeje Calleb Weggoro, Director of Productive
Sectors, EAC Secretariat for his remarks. He stated that these Addresses were thoughtful, clear and
illuminating and the very important issues raised in them will guide the deliberations in the meeting.
He recalled his long association with CUTS that had started when he was a high level functionary of
UNCTAD. He has seen the rise of CUTS to excellence in the last 30 years with great admiration and is
proud to be a part of it. He reiterated that the climate change, food security and trade challenges are
formidable, but so is the resolve to work together to bring growth and prosperity to the peoples of this
region. In fact, CUTS family of organisations has been working in the region for more than a decade
now on many issues related to inclusive growth and development. Its Centres in Nairobi and Lusaka,
with support from other Centres in India, London and Geneva, have been engaged in multi-stakeholder
capacity building on multiple issues in collaboration with local partners. He also thanked the
honourable Members of Parliament, distinguished delegates, and representatives of governments,
international and regional organisations, CSOs, media, private sector and think tanks, for listening
carefully to the Inaugural Addresses. He believed that the guiding principles for the meeting have been
laid down by the Ministers and urged the participants to follow these to achieve a successful outcome
to the meeting.
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SESSION I

Presentation of Research
Findings

Session 2 presented the studies undertaken by the five project country
research teams. They investigated the issue and policy linkages between
climate change, food security and trade.

Presentation of Country Studies

Jane Nalunga presents the research findings of the Uganda study.

Floor Discussions




