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advocacy centre in India, two resource centres in Africa, and one resource
centre in the UK, with a staff strength of over 100. Three programme centres
are located in Jaipur and one each in Chittorgarh and Calcutta, India. The
advocacy centre is located at New Delhi, India; and resource centres are at
Lusaka, Zambia; Nairobi, Kenya; and London, UK.
The organisation elects its Board/Executive Committee every fourth year,
while the Secretariat is headed by the Secretary General. Over 1200
individuals and 300 organisations are its members. The organisation is
accredited to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) and the United Nations Commissions for Sustainable
Development (UNCSD).
CUTS also works with several regional, national and international
organisations, such as Consumer International (CI), the International Centre
for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), South Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics & Environment (SAWTEE), and the Consumer Coordination
Council of India etc. It also serves on several policy-making bodies of the
Government of India.
OUR CENTRES
CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics & Environment (CITEE)
D-218, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016, India
Phone: 91-141-228 2821-3, Fax: 91-141-228 2733
E-mail: citee@cuts.org
CUTS Centre for Competition, Investment & Economic Regulation (C CIER)
D-217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016, India
Phone: 91-141-228 2821-3, Fax: 91-141-228 2485
E-mail: c-cier@cuts.org
CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research & Training (CART)
D-222, Vijayalaxmi Apartment, Bhaskar Marg
Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016, India
Phone: 91-141-513 3259/ 228 2039, Fax: 91-141-401 5395
Email: cart@cuts.org
CUTS Centre for Human Development (CHD)
Rawala, Senti, Chittorgarh 312 025, India
Phone: 91-1472-24 1472, Fax: 91-1472-24 7715
E-mail: chd@cuts.org

CUTS Calcutta Resource Centre (CRC)
3, Suren Tagore Road, 2nd Floor, Gariahat, Calcutta 700 019, India
Phone: 91-33-2460 4985, Fax: 91-33-2460 4987
E-mail: calcutta@cuts.org
Delhi Resource Centre (DRC)
Flat No. 62, Qutab View, Multistoreyed DDA Apartment
Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi 110 016, India
Phone: 91-11-2686 3021/2653 7791, Fax: 91-11-2685 6288
E-mail: delhi@cuts.org
Africa Resource Centre (ARC), Lusaka
Suite 411, 4th Floor, Main Post Office Building
Cairo Road, PO Box: 37113, Lusaka, Zambia
Phone: 260-211-224 992, Fax: 260-211-225 220
E-mail: lusaka@cuts.org
London Resource Centre (LRC)
Gordon House, 6 Lissenden Gardens, London, NW5 ILX, UK
Phone: 44-20-74828 830, Fax: 44-20-7482 8831
E-mail: london@cuts.org
Africa Resource Centre (ARC), Nairobi
Yaya Court-2nd Flr, No.5, Ring Rd, Kilimani off Argwings Kodhed Rd
PO Box: 8188-00200, Nairobi, Kenya
Ph: +254 20 3862149, 3862150, 20 2329112
Fax: +254-20- 3862149
Email: nairobi@cuts.org
Hanoi Resource Centre (HRC)
No. 14/16 Nguyen Phuc Lai Str
Dong Da District, Hanoi, Vietnam
Phone: 84-4-219 4858, Fax: 84-4-514 8978
E-mail: hanoi@cuts.org

Contents
From the Secretary General ............................................................ 1
About CUTS ARC, Nairobi .............................................................. 4
Mission & Objectives .........................................................................................4
Organisational Structure .................................................................................. 4
Human Resources .............................................................................................. 5
Funds ..................................................................................................................... 5
Strategic Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation ............................................5
Programmes and Projects ................................................................ 6
Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty
Reduction (TDP) ................................................................................................ 7
Trade and Development Impact of ESA (SADC)-EU EPAs .......................8
Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries of
Eastern and Southern Africa (7Up3) ............................................................. 9
Capacity Building for the Fast Tracking of East African
Common Market .............................................................................................. 10
Capacity Building on Media Coverage on Trade and Development
Reporting in Kenya ......................................................................................... 11
A Changing Global Order ............................................................................ 11
Helping CSOs to Influence the EPA Process ............................................ 12
Economic Roundtables .................................................................................. 15
Outreach ........................................................................................... 17
Networking with Stakeholders and Other NGOs ........................ 18
Participation/Representations ....................................................... 19

Road Ahead ...................................................................................... 20
Audit Report .................................................................................... 21

From the Secretary General,CUTS International
The establishment of CUTS Africa Resource Centre (CUTS ARC), Nairobi in
the year 2003 was a significant step with the need with which many nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) in Africa were approaching CUTS for
supporting issues on consumer protection, poverty reduction, trade,
development and economic policy, training and advocacy. Among the key
objectives of launching this Centre was to develop a close and beneficial
relationship between two developing regions, namely Eastern and Central
Africa and South Asia.
In five years, the Centre has identified and collaborated with a number of
research, advocacy and networking organisations, as well as donor agencies
for its various programmes and activities. It has also held a number of strategic
roundtables with its partners and prospective donors in designing its strategic
plan.
In the year 2007, CUTS Centre for Competition, Investment & Economic
Regulation (CUTS C-CIER) implemented a project entitled, Capacity Building
on Competition Policy in Select Countries of Eastern and Southern Africa, codenamed
7Up3 with support from the Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation (NORAD), Norway; and the Department for International
Development (DFID), UK.Through this project, CUTS ARC aimed to develop
the capacity of national stakeholders including the policy makers, regulators,
civil society organisations (CSOs), academicians and the media in each of
the project countries of Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA).
Another project on which CUTS ARC, Nairobi worked on was Linkages
between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP), which is being
implemented by CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics &
Environment (CUTS CITEE) over a period of four years (from January 2005
to December 2008). Under TDP project, the Centre in partnership with
Institute of Economic Affairs, Kenya (IEA) and Kenya Trade and Poverty
Programme (KTPP) organised a national TDP meeting in Nairobi on March
13-14, 2007. The meeting discussed and provided inputs to the conference
papers in Nairobi prepared by Kenya Institute of Public Policy Research and
Analysis (KIPPRA) and Overseas Development Institute (ODI) on trade policy
and linkages to trade, development and poverty alleviation.
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The Centre, with the support of Oxfam Novib implemented a project
entitled, Helping CSOs to Influence the EPA Process. Under the project, a
workshop on Boxing Smart on EPAs: Identifying the Least Bad Options was
organised in Naivasha, on February 13-14, 2007. The objective of the
workshop was to enable participants to assess the costs and benefits of
alternative goods trade regimes with Europe after the current Cotonou Trade
Agreement expires in December 2007. Besides, it produced a research report
entitled, Beyond Rhetoric: Ensuring EPAs Delivers on Development which provides
a discussion on benchmarks for EPAs.
The Centre with the support of Canadian International Development
Agency implemented a project titled, Capacity Building for the Fast Tracking of
the East African Common Market.The project aimed to undertake consultation
and sensitisation, advocacy, networking and capacity building to monitor the
East African region before the common market becomes operational. Under
the project, the Centre conducted one and a half day regional conference in
Nairobi, on January 29-30, 2007. Among the highlights of the event was the
development and publication of three policy briefs, which contains the
deliberations and recommendations derived from the policy makers and
other stakeholders from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi at
the Nairobi conference.
CUTS ARC implemented another project titled, Trade and Development
Impact of ESA (SADC)-EU EPAs which was supported by FES-Kenya and
EcoNews Africa to identify the trade and development implications of the
dual ESA-EU and Southern African Development Community-European Union
(SADC-EU) Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) on the integration
agenda of East African Countries (EACs). Under the project, a workshop
entitled, Business Unusual: Benchmarking for Pro-Development Monitoring of the
Negotiation and Implementation of an ESA-EU Economic Partnership Agreements,
was organised in Nairobi on April 23-24, 2007. The objective of the workshop
was to enable cross-fertilisation of ideas from participants to propose potential
development benchmarks and a monitoring mechanism for the ongoing EPA
negotiations.
During the period, the Centre undertook a capacity building project
titled, Capacity building on Media Coverage on Trade and Development Reporting
in Kenya.The objective of the project was to build capacity among journalists
to effectively and analytically report on trade and development in selected
countries.
The Centre with the support of FES-Kenya implemented a project titled,
A Changing Global Order. The overall aim of the project was to create and
enhance effective knowledge of Eastern African stakeholders on the nature
and possible implications of the ongoing and emerging changes in the global
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order in order to enable them to identify their common interests and develop
positions and strategies that will contribute to a better integration and
representation of Eastern Africa on the global stage.The Centre, in partnership
with FES Kenya, initiated a series of periodic roundtable debates as a modern
concept of dialoguing on pertinent issues related to the Kenyan economy, be
these issues internally or externally instigated. During 2007, two meetings
were organised. A policy brief entitled, Bridging the Gap and an advocacy
toolkit on An Enabling Environment for Socio-economic Development: Identifying
Precise Policies and Legal Framework for Kenya were published.
The national consultation workshop on trade in services was organised
in Nairobi, on November 30, 2007, based on the study done by Dr Mosses
Sichei, an expert in trade in services.The topic of the study was Multi-country
Study on Trade in Services and Domestic Regulation: Background Paper for Kenya.
Two sectoral studies on health and Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) were also presented.The main aim of the workshop was to
invite comments from a cross-section of professionals in the sector, with the
objective of producing a policy document for capacity building and advocacy.
CUTS ARC Nairobi continued to work on its focus areas during the
period, including building capacity of the Centre through training workshops
and participating in similar events at the national and international forums.
The Centre acknowledges the support of various donor agencies in fulfilling
its objectives. Though a good initiative has been made, much work remains
to be done.
Jaipur
October 2008

Pradeep S Mehta
Secretary General
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About CUTS ARC, Nairobi
CUTS ARC Nairobi began as a registered NGO in Kenya in the year 2003
with the key aim of supporting CSOs in Africa in the areas of consumer
protection, poverty reduction, trade development and economic policy,
training and advocacy.
Mission and Objectives
CUTS ARCs mission is to develop a close and beneficial relationship between
two developing regions, namely Eastern and Central Africa and South Asia.
The Centre also functions as the Centre for African-based CSOs, and a
resource centre for studies, research and advocacy programmes conducted
by CUTS. It works closely with partner institutions in Kenya,Tanzania, Uganda
and Ethiopia, among others.
In partnering with like-minded organisations, CUTS ARC Nairobi aims to:
 promote South-South civil society cooperation on trade and sustainable
economic development; and
 create and build long-term capacity of CSOs in the region to address the
issues of equity and accountability in the economic system.
Organisational Structure
The governing structure of CUTS ARC comprises of the Executive and the
Advisory Committee. The functions of these committees are as follows:
Executive Committee
The Executive Committee works to give policy directions and guidelines to
the organisation and ensure that the aims and objectives of the organisation
are achieved.
Advisory Committee
The Advisory Committee is to advise on project work being undertaken by
the Centre and attend meetings of the Centre as resource persons, when
requested.

4 w Annual Report

Human Resources
The staff of the Centre includes a Centre Manager assisted with four
Programme Officers and an Administrative Assistant. The Center works very
closely with experts and consultants in carrying out its research and capacity
building mandate. Interns from regional universities are given opportunity
every three months to join the Centre and work with the staff in carrying
out the project activities.
Funds
The activities of the Centre for the year 2007 were mainly carried out with
the help and support of the Centres headquarters in India and other CUTS
offices in London and Geneva as well as other external sources, which include:
 The Commonwealth Secretariat
 Department for International Development (DFID)-Kenya
 CIDA
 GTZ
 Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), Kenya
 The Hewlett Foundation
 Oxfam GB, Kenya
 Overseas Development Institute (ODI)
 European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM)
 German Ministry for Economic Co-operation and Development (BMZ)
Strategic Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation
CUTS ARC Nairobi is a reputable regional resource Centre in Eastern and
Central Africa on issues of policy research, advocacy, consumer protection
and training on international trade. In collaboration with CUTS ARC, Lusaka,
the Centre aims to develop not just a network, but become a vibrant initiator
in its outreach to all Anglophone countries in Africa. The Centre, therefore,
focuses on programmes having both national and regional coverage.
During this period, the Centre identified and collaborated with a number of
research, advocacy and networking organisations, as well as donor agencies
for its various programmes and activities. It also held a number of strategic
roundtables with its partners and prospective donors in designing and
implementing its strategic plan.
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Programmes and Projects
Since its inception, CUTS ARC has been engaged in establishing itself through
involvement in projects independently and also with partner organisations
jointly. The work programme in the year 2007 focused on research, advocacy,
training/capacity building and networking on international trade, consumer
protection, competition policy, foreign direct investment (FDI) and economic
development.
Programme Areas
In achieving its goals and objectives CUTS ARC continued focusing on its
three programmatic areas; however; this was only possible for two programmes
as the third programme on consumer education is yet to be developed. The
following programme areas with which the Centre was engaged during the
year 2007.
 Trade and Development
 Consumer Education and Awareness
 Competition, Investment and Economic Regulation
Projects
The Centre is currently implementing the following projects:
 Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP)
 Trade and Development Impact of ESA (SADC)-EU EPAs
 Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Selected Countries of Eastern
and Southern Africa (7Up3)
 Capacity Building for the Fast Tracking of the East African Common Market
 Capacity Building on Media Coverage on Trade and Development Reporting
in Kenya
 A Changing Global Order
 Helping CSOs to Influence the EPA process
 Economic Roundtables
Trade and Development
This is the most active of the three programme areas, which is aimed towards
promoting better trade policies through carrying out research, capacity
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building, advocacy, and networking with both state and non-state actors to
promote sustainable development within and beyond Eastern Africa. This
programme area received the most number of activities during the year
2007 that are discussed below.
Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction
(TDP)
The Centre jointly with CUTS CITEE, coordinated the advocacy and
networking aspect of the ongoing project entitled, Linkages between Trade,
Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP), which was implemented over a
period of four years (January 2005 to December 2008), with support from
the Royal Netherlands Embassy and DFID, UK. The project has been
implemented in selected countries in Asia, Africa and Europe in a partnership
mode. Research, capacity building and advocacy have been continuously
carried out under the project. The Centre carried out coordination in the
East African region along with the following partner organisations and
institutions in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania:
Kenya
Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA)
Kenya Institute of Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA)




Uganda
 Consumer Education Trust (CONSENT)
Advocacy and Networking
Under various projects, CUTS ARC organised and facilitated the following
advocacy events:
 CUTS ARC organised a TDP international conference entitled Civil Society
Organisations and Aid for Trade: Roles and Realities, in Nairobi on March 1516, 2007. The conference provided a forum to discuss various aspects of
the involvement of CSOs in implementing aid for trade (AfT) programme.
The participants included the TDP project partners and other CSOs
from the project countries working on trade, poverty and sustainable
development. Major CSOs and think tanks from Europe and the US
participated in the conference. Policy makers from developed and
developing countries, representatives from inter-governmental and
multilateral organisations, donors and academicians were also a part of
the conference.
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Participants posing for a group photo at the TDP
International Conference in Nairobi, on March 15-16, 2007





With support from the DFID, KTPP and together with IEA, CUTS ARC,
Nairobi organised a national TDP meeting in Nairobi on March 13-14,
2007. The meeting discussed and provided inputs to the conference
papers prepared by KIPPRA and ODI on trade policy and linkages to
trade, development and poverty alleviation. The national TDP meeting
incorporated over 10 key government ministries, development partners,
research and learning institutions, CSOs and government agencies.
CUTS ARC, in collaboration with FES Kenya, organised a one-day multistakeholder consultation workshop on pro-development benchmarking
for EPAs for Kenyan policy makers, governments, CSOs, private sector
and academic representatives in Nairobi on August 09, 2007.

Trade and Development Impact of ESA (SADC)-EU EPAs
The Centre with the support of FES Kenya and EcoNews Africa held an
event entitled, Trade and Development impact of ESA (SADC)-EU EPAs to identify
the trade and development implications of the Dual ESA-EU and SADC-EU
EPAs on the integration agenda of East African countries.
Advocacy and Networking
 The Centre organised a regional conference entitled, Trade and Economic
Impacts and Implications of ESA-EU and SADC-EU EPAs, in Naivasha on
September 06-09, 2007. The representatives of civil society, private sector,
trade union, academia and governments from the East African countries
discussed the progress in the EPA negotiations, in both the ESA and
SADC blocs. The conference aimed to share the reflections on the possible
impact and implications to EAC of signing dual EPAs with Tanzania in the
SADC bloc whereas its other EAC partners are in ESA; and to strategise
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for the looming possibility of signing EPAs by ensuring that their
implementation is pegged on agreed development benchmarks. The
participants advised on the alternative trade arrangements other than
EPAs and provided impetus to the decision of the 6 th Summit of EAC
Heads of State for explorations on signing an EAC EPA. However, in their
deliberations, the participants expressed concern over the European
Commissions (EC) lack of common understanding about what
development entails for ESA and SADC blocs vis-à-vis EPAs.
Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries of
Eastern and Southern Africa (7Up3)
CUTS ARC, as resource partner coordinated the project entitled Capacity
Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries of Eastern and Southern Africa
codenamed 7Up3, which was implemented in seven countries, viz. Botswana,
Ethiopia, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia and Uganda, with support
from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), Norway
and DFID, UK.
One of the main objectives of the 7Up3 project was to develop the capacity
of national stakeholders including the policy makers, regulators, CSOs,
academicians and the media in each of the project countries through a
participatory process. It was focused to understand and appreciate prevailing
competition concerns from the national, regional and international
perspectives, and enable them to respond appropriately.
Advocacy and Networking
CUTS C-CIER in
association with CUTS
Institute for Regulation
and
Competition
(CIRC) organised a
series of three-day long
National
Training
Workshops (NTWs) in
seven African countries
during July-October
2007.
Clement
Onyango of CUTS
ARC, Nairobi attended
a NTW organised by
Malawi
Economic

Clement Onyango at the Malawi Training
Workshop, during August 29-31, 2007
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Justice Network (MEJN) as part of the 7Up3 capacity building activities. The
project, which was in its last phase, aimed to organise similar workshops in
Uganda and Ethiopia in which CUTS ARC, Nairobi will be representing
CUTS.
Capacity Building for the Fast Tracking of East African Common
Market
The Centre with the support of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) implemented
the project entitled, Capacity Building for the Fast Tracking of the East African
Common Market. The objective of project was to undertake consultation and
sensitisation, advocacy, networking and capacity building to monitor the
East African region before the common market becomes operational.
Advocacy and Networking
The Centre, with support from Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA) and UKs DFID, conducted a one and a half day regional conference
in Nairobi, on January 29-30, 2007. The objective of this conference was to
undertake consultation and sensitisation, advocacy, networking and capacity
building that will eventually lead to programme development and monitoring
in the East African region before the common market becomes operational.
Participants in the conference included representatives from national chamber
of commerce and various private sector lobbies from the five countries,
specialist researchers and academicians, government representatives, regional
bodies, national business organisations, competition authorities, board of
investment, national farmer organisations and the civil society.
Research and Publication
Under the project, three policy briefs were published containing the
deliberations and recommendations derived from the policy makers and
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other stakeholders from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi at
the Regional Conference entitled, Capacity Building for Fast Tracking of the East
Africa Common Market, in Nairobi on January 29-30, 2007.
Capacity Building on Media Coverage on Trade and Development
Reporting in Kenya
CUTS ARC implemented the project entitled, Capacity building on Media
Coverage on Trade and Development Reporting in Kenya. The objective of the
project was to build capacity among journalists to effectively and analytically
report on trade and development in selected countries.
Advocacy and Networking
CUTS ARC, Nairobi, organised a two-day capacity building Workshop on
Economic Partnership Agreements for the Media:Trade Reporters and Journalists
at Nakuru on July 23-24, 2007 under the project. The main purpose of the
workshop was to deepen the understanding of the trade reporters in matters
of EPAs and the implications of the negotiations on the lives of the people of
African, Caribbean & Pacific (ACP) countries.The workshop enlightened the
media to have a wider coverage of issues on EPAs and livelihood.
A Changing Global Order
This was a project developed with an overall aim to create and enhance
effective knowledge of Eastern African stakeholders on the nature and possible
implications of the ongoing and emerging changes in the global order. This
will enable them to identify their common interests and develop positions
and strategies that will contribute to a better integration and representation
of Eastern Africa on the global stage. The conference attracted experts on
the topic, policy makers, and major players like trade unions, private sector
and civil society representatives.
Advocacy and Networking
CUTS ARC, Nairobi with FES Kenya organised a one and half day-conference
on June 14-15, 2007, where global issues of socio-economic development
were discussed by regional players.
Research and Publication
A Changing Global Order: Eastern African Perspective, this book
has been developed as result of the above-mentioned workshop. It aims to
enable the stakeholders to carry the Naivasha debate forward to their
respective organisations and raise awareness and knowledge about the changes
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and challenges in the global arena. Short
excerpts of the comprehensive papers
presented at the workshop have been
re-arranged around six topical areas.
While the contributions of this
publication raise many questions, there
are hardly any answers, which remain
to be developed. And in this process,
governments shall no longer be left
alone. All actors of society are asked to
contribute to give Africa the strong voice
it deserves in the global arena.
Helping CSOs to Influence EPA Process
The negotiations of an EPA between the EU and the ACP States have been
going on since 2002 when the negotiations were launched. The talks were
envisaged under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement signed between the
EU and the 77 ACP states. The EPAs are expected to replace the nonreciprocal trade arrangements that have existed between these parties since
the Lome Convention. It is to this regard therefore that a project supported
by Oxfam GB was initiated that would involve lobbying, capacity building,
research and advocacy on the EPA negotiations between the EU and the
ACP countries at the centre of it would be the civil societies. There was,
therefore, a need to ensure that CSOs are effectively engaged in the EPA
process through capacity building and sensitisation workshop to ensure
that EPAs are pro-poor.
Advocacy and Networking
CUTS ARC Nairobi, with the support of the Overseas Development Institute
(ODI), organised a CSOs training workshop on EPAs in Naivasha on February
13-14, 2007.This workshop was envisaged to raise the awareness of a broad
range of CSOs on the potential impact of EPAs on their livelihoods and
empowering them to advocate their rights-based concerns to policy makers
by participating in the consultative process surrounding the negotiations.
CUTS ARC, Nairobi, the European Centre for Development Policy
Management (ECDPM) and Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES Kenya), in
cooperation with APRODEV under the support of the German Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) organised the workshop
entitled, Business Unusual: Benchmarking for Pro-Development Monitoring of the
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Negotiation and Implementation of an ESA-EU Economic Partnership Agreement
in Nairobi on April 23-24, 2007.
The objective of the workshop was to enable cross-fertilisation of ideas from
participants drawn from Kenyan CSOs, private sector and government circles
to propose potential development benchmarks and a monitoring mechanism
that could be used to respectively monitor the ongoing negotiations for EPA
between their government and the EU and their possible subsequent
implementation after the current trade regime expires in December 2007.
About 45 participants attended the workshop including the organisers.
The Centre organised a workshop on Boxing Smart on EPAs: Identifying the
Least Bad Options in Naivasha on 13-14 February, 2007 with detailed technical
advise on how to analyse Kenyas defensive and offensive interests in EPA
negotiations.The objective of the workshop was to enable participants (who
represent a wide range of Kenyan CSOs and private sector representatives
with interests in the EPA negotiations between their government and the
EU) to assess the cost and benefit of alternative goods trade regimes with
Europe after the current Cotonou Trade Agreement expires in December
2007.
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Research and Publication
Under the project, a book entitled, Beyond
Rhetoric: Ensuring EPAs Delivers on Development
was brought out that provides a discussion on
benchmarks for EPAs and seeks to move the
focus on EPAs from suppositions and fears and
illusions to possible realities by proposing
standards against which EPAs should be judged
and their implementation monitored. This way,
the book argues agreements to be entered into
between the EU and the ACP states can be
judged against their own standards set in the
Cotonou Partnership Agreement.
Understanding Supply-side Capacity and Export Response:
Diagnostic Studies in Selected Commonwealth Developing
Countries of Kenya, Uganda and Zambia
This was a research project aimed at finding out the factors determining
export success of a few firms in certain sectors of individual LDCs and Small
Vulnerable States (SVS). It further aimed at drawing lessons from the success
experiences so that appropriate interventions can be undertaken for the
benefit of other potential entrepreneurs to strengthen the countries efforts
towards diversification. The project was supported by the Commonwealth
Secretariat.
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Advocacy and Networking
The national consultation workshop on trade in services was organised in
Nairobi, on November 30, 2007. This workshop was based on the study
done by Dr Mosses Sichei, an expert in trade in services. The topic of the
study was Multi-country Study on Trade in Services and Domestic Regulation:
Background Paper for Kenya. Several stakeholders from government ministries,
private sector and CSOs were present. Inputs from the discussants were
received during the workshop and incorporated in the final research toolkit.
The main aim of the workshop was to invite comments from a cross-section
of professionals in the sector, with the objective of producing a policy
document for capacity building and advocacy.
Two sectoral studies on health and Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) were also presented. Kenyas study provided background
information on the countrys services sector over the last two decades. It
outlined and analysed the evolution of the sector in Kenya since two decades
and its contribution to the countrys Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
employment, exports and imports, investment flows and sectoral linkages.
The study also analysed the competitiveness of the different sub-sectors in
the service sector, with particular reference to inter-industry trade and intraindustry trade.
Research and Publication
The research reports are to be released in the year 2008.
Economic Roundtables
CUTS ARC Nairobi, in partnership with FES Kenya, initiated a series of
periodic roundtable debates as a modern concept of dialoguing on pertinent
issues on the Kenyan economy, be they internally or externally instigated.
During the year the following events were organised to enhance the objectives
of the Roundtable initiative:
An Enabling Environment for Socio-economic Development:
Identifying Precise Policies and Legal Framework for Kenya
The First Economic Roundtable meeting entitled An Enabling Environment for
Socio-economic Development: Identifying Precise Policies and Legal Framework for
Kenya, was organised in Nairobi, on June 07, 2007. The objective of the
Roundtable was to enable participants to interrogate Kenyas national
development imperatives against the existing legal and policy framework so
as to explore and determine what appropriate policies and legal framework
would be needed for the country to achieve socially equitable development.
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Research and Publication
A policy brief entitled, Bridging the Gap and an advocacy toolkit on An
Enabling Environment for Socio-economic Development: Identifying Precise Policies
and Legal Framework for Kenya were published in collaboration with FES Kenya
Policy-making Process in Kenya and Impact on National
Development
The second Economic Roundtable Dialogue on Policy-making Process in Kenya
and Impact on National Development took place in Nairobi, on November 21,
2007. The aim was to interrogate the process followed by Kenyan Government
in coming up with national policies, taking due regard of the fact that it is
through policies that governments pursue certain desired outcomes to its
people.This debate gained momentum in view of the current understanding
that policies in Kenya are made haphazardly and there was need to develop
an agreed method, i.e. people-driven that could deliver good outcomes while
remaining politically insulated from interference by the changing governance
regimes.
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Outreach
Tradequity
The Centre, in conjunction with CUTS ARC, Lusaka, produces a quarterly
newsletter entitled Tradequity, which is circulated to the stakeholders in
the region. The newsletter highlights the current topics and debates on trade,
environment and regional integration. Four issues of the newsletter were
published and can be accessed at: http://www.cuts.international.org/
cutsnrctradequity-index.htm
Electronic Bulletin
Regional Co-operation and Development Monitor
CUTS ARC, Nairobi, continued with the development of its quarterly inhouse e-newsletter,Regional Co-operation and Development Monitor, which
has been circulated within its network. As the name suggests, the bulletin
aims at bringing out stories and resources from various sources in the region
on trade and development. The content bulletin also comprises activities of
the Centre and of CUTS and other relevant news items on trade, consumer
protection, environment and development. Four issues were published during
the year and electronic versions of the newsletter can be found on: http://
www.cuts-international.org/cuts-nrcnewsletter-index.htm
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Networking with Stakeholders and
Other NGOs
In the year 2007, the Centre established links with a number of CSOs working
on trade and development issues in Eastern and Central Africa. Collaborative
work has thus been extensively done with like-minded organisations, where
skills and expertise were shared in the spirit of South-South civil society cooperation on trade and development issues. During the period, the Centre
worked with, among others, IEA, Kenya.The Centre also established contacts
with key research institutions in both Kenya and Tanzania. In Kenya, the
Centre worked with KIPPRA, while in Tanzania, the Centre worked with
Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF). These institutions are
involved with CUTS in the project entitled, Linkages between Trade, Development
and Poverty Reduction (TDP), a global project initiated by CUTS CITEE.
In Uganda, the Centre worked with a key consumer organisation in the
country, CONSENT. In its continued competition programme, the Centre
worked with the Kenya Monopolies and Regulatory Trade Practices
Commission. In collaboration with it, the Centre worked on regulation of
trade practices, mainly on the theme of consumer protection and competition
policy. The Centre also worked closely with the Government, i.e. the Ministry
of Trade and Industry of Kenya and the Ministry of Planning and National
Development.
Association
The Centre is an NSA member representative of the Ministry of Trade and
Industry, Kenya, under the EU-funded Kenya European Union Post Lome
Trade Programme (KEPLOTRADE). The Centre was represented in two
clusters, namely: market access and development aspects of the ACP-EU.
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Participation/Representations
During 2007, representatives of the Centre took part in the following events:
 The WTO meeting on Non-agricultural Market Access (NAMA), organised
by the Ministry of Trade and Industry, in Nairobi, on January 25-26, 2007.
 The EPA update meeting organised by Kenya Post-Lome Trade
(KEPLOTRADE), in Nairobi, on January 19, 2007.
 The EPA workshop, organised by Bringing Hope to Women Affected and
Infected by HIV/AIDS (BEACON of Hope), on March 12, 2007.
 A conference on fast tracking of the East African Community (EAC)
Regional Integration, organised by Econews Africa, on April 21, 2007.
 Regional meeting on the Role of EAC Legislative Assembly on Economic
Integration and Political Federation of the ECA, in Arusha, during
September 21-23, 2007.
 The COMESA policy Roundtable meeting, facilitated by the IEA, Kenya,
Nairobi, on August 14, 2007.
 FES Fall Academy Training, organised by FES, New York, in collaboration
with the Centre for International Cooperation, in New York, during
November 10-19, 2007.
 Launch workshop for Citizens Handbook on the Budget Process organised
by IEA, Kenya, in Nairobi, on June 12, 2007.
 Workshop for International Trade Lawyers, organised by IEA Kenya, in
Nairobi, on October 09, 2007.
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Road Ahead
CUTS ARC, Nairobi, envisions itself to be among the leading and key CSOs
in Eastern and horn of Africa in research, policy development and advocacy,
on the themes of international and regional trade and development, consumer
protection and creating and building long-term research, capacity and
advocacy in the East African region. In achieving this, the Centre has established
networks with leading CSOs working on trade and development in Eastern
Africa. Collaborative work with like-minded organisations, therefore, was
given topmost priority.The strengthening of these networks and linkages to
achieve the objectives of South-South civil society in the coming years will
be the main agenda. Some of the strategies it intends to engage in long-term
projects involve research, capacity building, and networking and information
dissemination. It would also like to form networks around the region, to
engage in economic justice and social accountability. This will form strong
partners in the area of international and regional trade, development, poverty
and economic justice.
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